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they passed. He had had too a rare training in
administrative self-reliance, since he had had for a
protracted period the absolute governance of a large
body of men and a complete control of an extended
and experimental enterprise, in which decisions had
necessarily to be taken on his sole and prompt
responsibility. At the same time the virtual social
isolation on Andros Island was calculated to confirm
him in his natural reserve. Though naturally more
shy and reserved than his brother, it may be that;
had his life taken a different course at that period
of his existence, when young Englishmen of his up-
bringing are normally receiving their social educa-
tion, he would have acquired a larger share of the
charm and vivacity for which Sir Austen was famous
than that with which he is generally credited. As
it was however the early and solitary responsibility
of Andros Island took the place of the more cheerful
and gregarious life which he might otherwise have
been leading. On his return at the age of twenty-
eight he was considerably more set in his habits
and outlook than he would have been eight years
earlier. With the inevitable, if irrational, feeling of
failure and waste of time very present to his mind,
it was natural also that he should feel himself directed
to the business in hand to the exclusion of all else.

Though this implied a limitation of social and
communal activity, it augured well for his success
in business. He made for some time no great mark
in social or public life, but was able fully to pull his
weight in business. Though he gradually added
other activities, the period from 1897 to 1911, that
is until he was a man of rather over forty, was lived
against a background of absorption in business, and
dominated by its requirements. His actual business
transactions would be of but little general interest,
but they were marked by the same thoroughness and